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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the following communication: Amendment filed 04/25/07. 
This action is made final. 

2. Claims 1 and 23 are pending in the case. Claim 1 is independent claims. Claims 1 and 
23 are amended claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action. 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Czerwinski et ah (Pub No. US 2004/0066414 A1, hereinafter Czerwinski) in view of Mander 
et al (Patent No US 6243724 B1; hereinafter Mander). 

As to claim 1, Czerwinski teaches: 

A method for managing a plurality of opened documents being displayed on an 
electronic desktop of an electronic device (i.e., a method for managing software application 
windows such as word processing program, see [0007] and [0003]), an opened document being 
an application invoked created area on the electronic desktop of the electronic device (i.e., each 
instantiated program is represented as one or more graphical windows displayed on the desktop 
portion such as control tiles 118, 120, 122, 124 corresponding to the instantiated programs 106, 
108, 110, 112, see [0035] and [0036]), comprising: 
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(a) displaying a first icon associated with a first opened document in a predetermined 
form (e.g., item 118 in Fig. 1); 

(b) displaying a second icon associated with a second opened document in the 
predetermined form (e.g., item 120 in Fig. 1); 

(c) displaying a third icon associated with a third opened document in the predetermined 
form (e.g., icon 124 in Fig. 1; note that icons 118, 120, and 124 correspond to the instanticated 
programs that are displaying on the desktop, see [0037] and Fig. 1); 

(d) selecting the first icon associated with the first opened document being displayed on 
the electronic desktop of the electronic device (i.e., selecting item 118, see Fig. 2A and [0037]); 

(e) placing the first icon associated with the first opened document onto the second icon 
associated with the second opened document (e.g., placing item 118 onto item 120; note that a 
user can utilize traditional drag and drop functionality to select and group control tiles, see Fig. 
2A and [0037]); . 

(f) modifying an appearance of the first icon associated with the first opened document 
to display an icon group showing the first icon as part of the icon group when the first icon 
associated with the first opened document is placed onto the second icon associated with the 
second opened document (i.e., icon 1 18 is transformed into icon 126, see Fig. 2A; note that the 
group icon 126 may be represented solely by the group control icon 128 as shown in Fig. 5); 

(g) displaying a virtual pile icon representing a virtual pile when the first icon is placed 
onto the second icon (e.g., see group icon 126 or icon 128 as shown in Fig. 2A and Fig. 5 
respectively); 

(h) selecting the third icon associated with the third opened document being displayed 
on the electronic desktop of the electronic device (e.g., selecting icon 124, see Fig. 3 and 
[0037]); 



Application/Control Number: 10/669,904 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2179 

(i) placing the third icon associated with the third opened document onto the virtual pile 
icon (e.g., placing item 124 onto group icon 126, see Figs. 4, 7 and [0038]); 

(j) modifying an appearance of the third icon associated with the third opened document 
to display the third icon as part of the icon group when the third icon associated with the third 
opened document is placed onto the virtual pile icon (e.g., see item 140 in Fig. 7); and 

(k) modifying the appearance of the virtual pile icon (e.g., see item 140 in Fig. 7); 

However, Czerwinski does not expressly teach that when the first icon associated with 
the first opened document is placed onto the second icon associated with the second opened 
document, modifying an appearance of the first icon associated with the first opened document 
to display a first single line segment; 

modifying an appearance of the third icon associated with the third opened document to 
display a second single line segment when the third icon associated with the third opened 
document is placed onto the virtual pile icon 

the virtual pile icon having the appearance of the second icon in the predetermined form 
with the first single line segment representing the first icon associated with the first opened 
document and the second single line segment representing the third icon associated with the 
third opened document thereunder; 

Mander, though, teaches a method for organizing information in a computer system, 
particularly one having a graphical user interface which includes graphical representations of 
documents (e.g., see col. 2 lines 63-67; note that the graphical representations can be icon or 
can be any item or feature displayed on the display screen of the computer system, see col. 3 
lines 1-5 and col. 7 lines 29-40; further note that the graphical representation may be a 
miniature of the first page of the actual document or an icon of the document type, a set of 
keywords related to the document or a set of attributes relating to the document, see col. 7 lines 
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1-8); wherein the method further allows a user to create a pile by selecting one graphical 
representation of a document and depositing on top of another graphical representation of a 
document (e.g., see col. 3 lines 5-20); Mander further teaches: 

(f) modifying an appearance of the first icon associated with the first document to display 
a first single line segment when the first icon associated with the first document is placed onto 
the second icon associated with the second document (e.g., see Fig. 3; note that when icon 105 
is placed onto icon 103, the appearance of icon 103 is modified to displayed a first single line 
segment; although icon 105 is considered the top icon of the pile, also displaying them in 
different position in the pile would not leave the scope and spirit of the disclose invention 
because Mander suggests to the skilled artisan that items or icon can be added anywhere into a 
pile such as in the middle of the pile, see col. 15 lines 15-22 and col. 37 lines 5-12). 

(g) displaying a virtual pile icon representing a virtual pile when the first icon is placed 
onto the second icon, the virtual pile icon having an appearance of the second icon in the 
predetermined form with the first single line segment representing the first icon associated with 
the first document thereunder (e.g., see Fig. 3; note that pile 1 12 is created when icon 105 is 
placed onto icon 103; although icon 105 is considered the top icon of the pile, also displaying 
them in different position in the pile would not leave the scope and spirit of the disclose 
invention because Mander suggests to the skilled artisan that items or icon can be added 
anywhere into a pile such as in the middle of the pile, see col. 15 lines 15-22 and col. 37 lines 5- 
12); 

(j) modifying an appearance of the third icon associated with the third document to 
display a second single line segment when the third icon associated with the third document is 
placed onto the virtual pile icon (e.g., note that the pile increase in height when a document is 
added to the pile, see col. 7 lines 35-40 and Fig. 4a); and 
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(k) modifying the appearance of the virtual pile icon, the virtual pile icon having the 
appearance of the second icon in the predetermined form with the first single line segment 
representing the first icon associated with the first document and the second single line segment 
representing the third icon associated with the third document thereunder (e.g., note that the 
pile shown in Fig. 4a includes more than 2 documents with the top icon having an appearance 
of the icon 105 in the predetermined form and single lines segments representing other icons 
included in the pile; although the pile display in Fig. 4a having more than 3 documents, also 
displaying them with only 3 documents; that is the top document and other lines segment 
representing underneath documents would not leave the scope and spirit of the disclose 
invention because Mander suggests to the skilled artisan that a user can drag one document 
and place on top of another document or a pile to create a pile or to add a document to a pile, 
see col. 7 lines 35-40, col. 8 lines 47-59 and col. 37 lines 5-12 ). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Mander with the teaching of Czerwinski to 
provide a user the ability to organize information in a computer system to avoid the clutter 
problem. 

As to claim 23, Czerwinski further teaches: 

(I) providing information regarding an opened document in the virtual pile, when a 
mouse-over event is initiated upon the icon in the virtual pile representing the opened document 
(e.g., see Fig. 8 and [0046]). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments, see Applicant's remark pages 4-7, filed 4/25/07, with respect to 
the rejection of claims 1 and 23 under 102 rejection have been fully considered and are 
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persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, 
a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of the prior art of Mander. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant 
is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action*is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

It is noted that any citation to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the 
prior art references and any interpretation of the references should not be considered to 
be limiting in any way. A reference is relevant for all it contains and may be relied upon 
for all that it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. In 
re Heck, 699 F.2d 1331, 1332-33,216 USPQ 1038, 1039 (Fed. Cir. 1983) (quoting In re 
Lemelson, 397 F.2d 1006,1009, 158 USPQ 275,277 (CCPA 1968)). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to TuyetLien (Lien) T. Tran whose telephone number is 571-270-1033. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday: 7:30 - 5:00 (every other Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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